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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



An e-mail processing method comprising the steps of: 
identifying a type of data of a received e-mail; and 
determiniVg whether not the received e-mail is to be 
utilized in accordance with the identified type of data. 
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2. A method \according to Claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of : 

registering anXarbitrary type of data in advance; and 
determining tha-ft the e-mail is to be utilized when the 

identified type of da\a coincides with the registered type 

of data. 

3. A method according to Claim 1, wherein, when it has 
been determined that the\e-mail is to be utilized, the e- 
mail is preserved as a fil^t. 



4. A method according vp Claim 1, wherein, when it has 
been determined that the e-m^^il is not to be utilized, the 
e-mail is not preserved. 



5. A method according to cYaim 1, wherein, when it has 
been determined that the e-mail \is not to be utilized, the 
e-mail is read and then abandoned' 
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6. \ method according to Claim 5, wherein a presence of 
an e-mail\to be read and then abandoned is notified for ex- 
eternal us\ 
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7. A method according to Claim 1, wherein, when it has 
been determ\ned that the e-mail is not to be utilized, 
reception of ^he e-mail is interrupted 

8. A metho)d according to Claim 1, wherein a presence of 
an e-mail whichXhas been determined not to be utilized is 
notified for external use. 
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9 . A method ac 
tion of the type 



icaording to 
. oV i^X^a i 



plurality of data contained 



Claim 1, wherein identifica- 
s performed for each of a 
in the e-mail . 



10. AXraethod according to Claim 1, wherein when it has 
been determined that the e-mail is not to be utilized, a 
subsequent process is selectable from among a plurality of 
predetermined pXocesses 



ll\ A method according to Claim 1, wherein the type of 
data comp\rises a text. 




- 22 - 





12 • >A method according to Claim 1, wherein the type of 
data comprises an image. 



method according to Claim 1, wherein the iden- 
tification Vf the type of data is performed by analyzing the 
received e-mail* 



^ 14. \ method according to Claim 1, wherein a character 
string is retrieved from the received e-mail, and the type 
of data is identified according to a reference character 
string specified based on a position in the received e-mail 
where the retrieved character string is present* 



^ 15. VVn e-mail 



processing apparatus comprising: 



type Vdentif ication means for identifying a type of 
data of a received e-mail; and 

determination means for determining whether not the 
received e-mail is to be utilized in accordance with the 
identified typeXof data. 



16. An apparatus according to Claim 15, further com- 
prising storage meaAs for storing an arbitrary type of data, 
wherein said determination means determines that the e-mail 
is to be utilized whenXthe identified type of data coincides 
with the stored type ofXdata* 
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17. An apparatus according to Claim 15, further com- 
prising preservation control means for preserving the e-mail 
as a file wken said determination means has been determined 
that the e-m4il is to be utilized. 
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18. An apparatus according to Claim 17, wherein, when 
said determination means has determined that the e-mail is 
not to be utilized, said preservation control means performs 
control so as not\ to preserve the e-mail. 

19. An apparatus according to Claim 15, further com- 
prising control raeaJjs for performing control so as to read 
and then abandon the\ e-mail when said determination means 
has determined that tfce e-mail is not to be utilized, 



20. An apparatus \according to Claim 19, further com- 
prising notification me^ns for notifying, for external use, 
a presence of an e-mail Vo be read and then abandoned 



21. An apparatus acc\ording to Claim 15, further com- 
prising communication control means for performing control 
so as to interrupt receptiola of the e-mail when said deter- 
mination means has determine^ that the e-mail is not to be 
utilized. 
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2 2. An Apparatus according to Claim 15, further com- 
prising notification means for notifying, for external use, 
a presence of an e-mail which has been determined not to be 
utilized bv saick determination means. 



23 . An apparatus 
type identification me^n 
type of data for each o 
the e-mail . 




ccoff*ding to Claim 15, wherein said 
^rforms identification of the 
lurality of data contained in 




/i24. An\ apparatus according to Claim 15, further com- 
prising selection means for causing a subsequent process to 
be selectablk from among a plurality of predetermined 
processes when ssaid determination means has determined that 
the e-mail is not\to be utilized, 

/ 25. \n apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein the 
type of dat)j comprises a text. 



26. An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein the 
type of data co\pprises an image 



27. An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein said 
type ident i f icat iooi means identifies the type of data by 
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analysing the received e-mail". 
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28.\ An apparatus according to Claim 15, wherein said 
type identification means retrieves a character string from 
the receive^ e-mail, and identifies the type of data accord- 
ing to a reference character string specified based on a 
position in th\ received e-mail where the retrieved charac- 
ter string is present. 



/ 29. A V^o^^S^ medium, capable of being read by a com- 
puter, stor\ng control software, said control software 
comprising : 

a control\ program for identifying a type of data of a 
received e-mailV and 

a control \program for determining whether not the 
received e-mail V s to be utilized in accordance with the 
identified type of\data. 



30. A storage \medium according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control softwarA further comprises: 

a control prograA for reading a type of data which has 
been registered in advatoice in a memory; and 

a control program Vor dertermining that the e-mail is 
to be utilized when the \ident i f i ed type of data coincides 
with the read type of data\ 
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31. storage medium according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software further comprises a control program 
for preserving the e-mail as a file when it has been deter- 
mined that thV e-mail is to be utilized* 
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32. A stdLrage medium according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control soVtware further comprises a control program 
for performing cAntrol so as not to preserve the e-mail when 
it has been detei[mined that the e-mail is not to be util- 
ized . 
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33. A storage \medium according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software further comprises a control program 
for performing control^ so as to read and then abandon the e- 
mail when it has been Vdetermined that the e-mail is not to 
be utilized. 



34. A storage medium according to Claim 33, wherein 
said control software furt\ier comprises a control program 
for notifying, for external Use, a presence of the e-mail to 
be read and then abandoned. 



35, A storage medium ac<\ording to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software further Comprises a control program 
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for interrupting reception of the e-mail when it has been 
determined thatt the e-mail is not to be utilized. 
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36. A storage medium according' to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software further comprises a control program 
for notifying, foV external use, a presence of the e-mail 
which has been det^mined not to be utilized. 

37. A storage meJiiumA. according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software surtJjer comprises a control program 
for performing ident i f i Aa-EiorN of the type of data for each 
of a plurality of data col^tained in the e-mail 

y I 38. A :^torage medium according to Claim 29, wherexn 

said control \software further comprises a control program 
for causing a subsequent process to be selectable from among 
a plurality of\ predetermined processes when it has been 
determined that i^he e-mail is not to be utilized. 



39. A storage medium according to Claim 29, wherein 
said control software further comprises a control program 
for identifying the\ type of data by analyzing the received 
e-mai 1 . 



40. A control pr> 



»gram according to Claim 29, wherein 
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said Aontrol software further comprises a control program 
for renrieving a character string from the received e-mail, 
and identifying the type of data according to a character 
string sAecified based on a position in the received e-mail 
where the Vetrieved character string is present.. 
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